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About KYCOM

Kentucky College of Osteopathic Medicine

Mission. The mission of the Kentucky College of Osteopathic Medicine (KYCOM) is to
provide men and women with an osteopathic medical education that emphasizes primary
care, encourages research, promotes lifelong scholarly activity and produces graduates who
are committed to serving the health care needs of communities in rural Kentucky and other
Appalachian regions.

History. In September 1993, Chad Perry, a prominent attorney from Paintsville, and

his wife, Judy Perry, conceived the idea of creating an osteopathic medical school in the
Appalachian region of Eastern Kentucky. Together with a group of visionary leaders that
included former Kentucky governor, the Honorable Paul Patton, and local businessman,
Burlin Coleman, they began to investigate the possibility of a school in Eastern Kentucky.
These leaders believed that creation of an osteopathic medical school was the best way to help
alleviate the shortage of primary care physicians in rural Eastern Kentucky. According to
Chad Perry, his support of the development of an osteopathic medical school for this region
arose from the fact that osteopathic physicians “tend to stay in rural areas and in family
practice.”

White Coat Ceremony. It is now common practice among most U.S. medical schools to
conduct a white coat ceremony to initiate medical students into the medical profession.
White represents purity, healing and the professional ideals of the medical profession that
focus on compassionate caregiving. The long white coat is the quintessential symbol of

a physician and conveys to patients and the public the wearer’s identity as a physician.
The short white coat indicates the wearer’s status as a medical student or student doctor.
The white coat ceremony tradition among medical schools was led by the Arnold P. Gold
Foundation in 1993 to promote humanism in medicine. The Gold Foundation provides
a gold pin to our student doctors to wear on their white coats to symbolize commitment
to providing compassionate and competent patient care. As a further initiation into the
osteopathic medical profession, the KYCOM White Coat Ceremony traditionally includes
recitation of its version of the osteopathic medical profession’s Pledge of Commitment.
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Juanita Fraan Hughes, D.O.

The keynote speaker for the ceremony will be KYCOM alum
Juanita Fraan Hughes, D.O. Hughes is a family medicine
physician at Quantum Health Care in Hazard, Ky. Her main
practice focus is managing chronic diseases in the outpatient
setting. She recently joined the group after working ten years
for the University of Kentucky Department of Family and
Community Medicine. There, Hughes worked as a teaching
physician in the hospital and outpatient settings. In 2022, she
was promoted to associate professor in the department.

Hughes is from Gilbert, W.Va. She traveled to Alice Lloyd
College in Pippa Passes, Ky., in 1998, where she met her future
husband and graduated with a bachelor’s of science in 2002. Hughes then went on to the
Kentucky College of Osteopathic Medicine for her Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine degree
and graduated in 2006.

Due to a love for rural medicine and the people of Appalachia, Dr. Hughes chose to pursue
a career in rural family medicine. She attended the University of Kentucky East KY Family
Medicine Residency Program in Hazard, Ky., and graduated in 2006.

She has been married to her husband, Jamie, for 20 years. They have two beautiful daughters
together. Mallory is 15, and Autumn is 5. Hughes and her family live in Hindman, Ky.,
where Jamie is the pastor of the Lighthouse Baptist Church, and she is the leader of the youth
group. Together, they feel that they are making a difference in their community.

In her free time, Hughes enjoys playing tennis, practicing karate and spending time with her
family.
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Pledge of Commitment

As I embark upon the study of medicine at the Kentucky
College of Osteopathic Medicine, I will:

Enter into a relationship of mutual respect with my teachers and my colleagues to
enhance the learning environment and gain the knowledge, skills and attitudes of a
competent osteopathic physician.

Accept responsibility only for those matters for which I am competent, maintain
the trust expected of an osteopathic physician and never take advantage of the
patient-doctor relationship.

Show compassion and respect for all others.

Set worthy examples in the application of humanistic principles in my relationships
with patients and others within the Appalachian medical community.

Work toward improving my sensitivity and skills in human interaction,
understanding and respecting the differences among my patients and colleagues.

Value the knowledge and wisdom of the physicians who have preceded me in the
profession and endeavor to contribute to the osteopathic tradition.

Recognize my weaknesses and strengths and strive to develop those qualities that
will earn the respect of my patients, my colleagues, my family and myself.

Continue learning throughout all the days of my life.



